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After waiting exactly six months, Gandhi announced his intention to fast, as a protest against a moral wrong, not a personal wrong committed against himself, but a moral wrong against his nation. He knew he was addressing a prayer to stones, but he could not do otherwise. Acquit him or condemn him, Gandhi would not alter his ways. Gandhi was stubborn and the Viceroy was still adamant. Gandhi was in imminent danger of death, and the last blow was about to be struck against all hopes of future co-operation between England and India. The Government of India published a seventy-six-page White Paper, showing that the Congress was guilty of acts and thoughts leading to violence. It is the duty of the Government of India, we are told, to maintain peace and order, and the Congress leaders are disturbing it. "Anyway, we are getting as much from India by force as we could by any other method. Meanwhile, the situation is well in hand. And we are fighting for liberty/*
The whole question of the correctness of the Karma doctrine depends on whether one believes the ripples of action stop there, like a closed chapter, or go on to join forces with other new ripples.
If what the British Government had wanted was a show of strength to uphold the Empire's prestige against a helpless subject nation, it got it. But if the British Government set out to regain the love of the Indian people and have better co-operation in the future, then they have lost their chance forever. Repression by force of rebellion, armed or unarmed, could be understood and even excused. But after the English demonstrated their superior physical force, and satisfied themselves and the world that they were still the master, the Congress leaders were still denied the opportunity of coming together with non-Congress leaders to work out a political solution, after an explicit request by the Indian leaders then out of jail